First Christian Church

327 N. Van Rensselaer St.
Rensselaer, IN 47978
Office - (219) 866-7871

Pastor Jeff: (574) 242-8076

Office Hours: Mon, Wed, & Fri 10 am - 3 pm
Office Email: fcc.manageroff@gmail.com
Pastor Jeff email: jlseger2010@hotmail.com
Website: www.fccrensselaer.life

PHILemMon

Confident Of Your Obedience
!

September 7, 2025
10:00 A.M. Worship Service
Pastor Jeff Seger

Welcome
*Opening Hymn - #400 - Have Thine Own Way, Lord!

*Passing of the Peace

Call To Worship from Psalm 139

Leader: O Lord you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit
and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.

People: Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your
presence?
Leader: I praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are

your works; that I know very well.

People: How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the
sum of them!

All: I try to count them — they are more than the sand; I come to the
end — I am still with you. Search me, O God, and know my
heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any wicked
way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.

Opening Praver

God of Love, who through Jesus Christ shares our suffering, forgives our sins,
and delivers from the bondage of oppression, help us to desire and nourish in
ourselves sustaining community with our brothers and sisters everywhere.
Give us courage to share suffering when it comes. Restore to us the joy of
Resurrection, that in the midst of situations we can hardly bear we

may sing out: Hallelujah.
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Prayer Hymn - #67 — Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine

Prayers of the People

THE LLORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory forever.

AMEN

Please continue to remember in prayer...

- Our Church Family [ - Cole Dunlap - Barbara McVicker - Sharon Armold
- Jim Phegley - Nancy Dunlap Sr. - Jim Lefler - Kayln Hall

- Bethel Ford - Meg Smith - Marsha Gastineau - Luke Smith

- Larrinda Wolf - Kate DeWees - Jan Merritt - Mia Berarducci
- Patti Coons - Vianne Lewis - Audrey Parmele - Rick Williams
- Phil Lewis - Tonya Todd-Barker (- Betty Lintner - Sandra Schauer
- Shirley Maxwell - Dan Wood - Madison Clark - Tammy Ford

Scripture Text: Philemon 1: 1 —25 (NRSV)

Salutation

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier

Archippus, and to the church in your house:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philemon’s Love and Faith

4 1 thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the
partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good
that we share in Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement
from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you,

my brother.

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you
to do the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and
I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 710 I am
appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my
imprisonment. /1 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed

useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to

you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your
place during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing
without your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not

something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a



while, so that you might have him back for the long term, 716 no longer as a slave
but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome

me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to
me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing
about your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience,
[ am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

22 One thing more: prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping through your

prayers to be restored to you.

Final Greetings and Benediction
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 24 and so
do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my coworkers.

25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Scripture Readings - Philemon 1: 1 —25 (NRSV)

Sermon - “Confident Of Your Obedience” — Pastor Jeff Seger
Invitation to Generosity and Presentation of the Gift
*Doxology

*Prayer for the Gifts

Intro to Communion - #273 - Jesus Paid It All

Words of Institution

Prayer for the Bread and the Cup - Distribution of both Bread and Cup

OFFERTORY & COMMUNION

The bread and the cup are distributed together.
Please hold until you are invited to partake together.

*Hymn of Invitation - #621 - Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

*Benediction

Leader: (Psalm 67: 1 and 2) May Almighty God be gracious to us and
bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that His way may be known

upon the earth, His saving power among all nations.

People: Thanks be to God. Amen.



Todays Meeting:
10:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship Service - Pastor Jeff Seger

Weekly Meetings:

Sunday, September 14th

10:00 a.m. - Worship Service - Pastor Jeff Seger

Beginning Balance As Of

s 23118.24
Expenses/Payroll 3042.74
Weekly Offering 2290.00
Difference -752.74
Ending Balance 22365.50

Announcements:
Week of August 31st - Attendance: 32, ; Live Stream Views
on YouTube Live: 10 Approx. Views: 15 - 47
Jasper County Community Services, Inc.: Tuesday, September 161 at 1:30 cst.

967 E Leopold Street, Rensselaer, In. Books & Banter Book Group invites you to

Stephanie Howard, author of Live Life, Be Strong with God. Join them for an
afternoon of meeting and listening to Stephanie’s incredible story. Please RSVP
by Friday, September 12t (219-866-8071. Beverage and lite refreshments

available. The flier is on the bulletin board in the narthex and copies are available.

September Birthdays
1 - Alyssa McNeal

6 - Mark McNeal

7 - Brian Armold
10 - Lisa Templeton
11 - Michelle Lintner
12 - Laura Roberts
13 - Jeff Ploughe
14 - Bob Hilton
17 - Pam Christopher
19 - Paul Dunlap
23 - Sally Siela
24 - Dana/David Joslyn
27 - Avery Dunlap

September Anniversaries

11 - Paul & Bev Dunlap - 1966
15 - Jim & Leisa Donnelly - 1979
28 - Chris & Trissa Arithood - 1985

October Birthdays

2 - Sharon Lewis

3 - Greg Whaley

4 - Charles Dunlap, Jr.

7 - Cheryl Sutton

8 - Kathy Welsh
10 - Betty Lintner, Donna Bailey
13 - Rosie Bilyeu, Doug Mason
17 - Janice Merritt
18 - Stacy Dougherty, Tom Henley
19 - Doug Wilcox, Cory Craig,

Jill Kohlhagen, Angela Clark

26 - Joan Kaufman
28 - Pat Griffin
30 - Abbie Parmele

October Anniversaries

2 - Scott & Christa Malone - 2004
14 - Bona & Heather Hensler - 2000
16 - Ron & Betty Lintner - 1965
25 - Jim & Eileen Phegley - 2014
30 - Jeft & Kristina Phillips - 1991



