
First Christian Church
327 N. Van Rensselaer St.

Rensselaer, IN 47978
Office - (219) 866-7871

Pastor Jeff: (574) 242-8076
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, & Fri 10 am - 3 pm

Office Email:  fcc.manageroff@gmail.com
Pastor Jeff email: jlseger2010@hotmail.com

Website: www.fccrensselaer.life

The Pharisee And The Tax Collector

Welcome

*Opening Hymn - #677 - They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love    

*Passing of the Peace

Call To Worship from Psalm 65

     Leader: Praise awaits you, O God, in Zion; to you our vows will be fulfilled.  
People: O you who hear prayer, to you all people will come.    
Leader: When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our     
  transgressions.  
People: Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your 
  courts.
All:   We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy 
  Temple. You answer us with awesome deeds of righteousness, 
  O God our Savior.

Opening Prayer 

Loving God, look with mercy upon your people gathered here this morning. 
Hear our prayers and take away our anxiety and our turmoil. Guide your 
Church here by your Holy Spirit so that we might fulfill our mission to the 

people of the world on your behalf. Thank you for the great sacrifice of your 
son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Keep us safe in your loving arms, dear 
God. And we will praise you in the powerful, wonderful, holy name of Jesus 

Christ. Amen.
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Prayer Hymn - #681 – Let There Be Peace On Earth 

Prayers of the People 

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory forever. 

     AMEN

Scripture Text: Luke 18: 9 – 14  (NRSV)

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the temple 

to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by 

himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: 

thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I 

give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 

even lift up his eyes to heaven but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified 

rather than the other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who 

humble themselves will be exalted.”
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Please continue to remember in prayer…Please continue to remember in prayer…Please continue to remember in prayer…Please continue to remember in prayer…

- Our Church Family  - Cole Dunlap - Barbara McVicker - Sharon Armold

- Tammy Ford - Nancy Dunlap Sr. - Jim Lefler - Kayln Hall

- Bethel Ford  - Meg Smith  - Marsha Gastineau - Luke Smith

- Larrinda Wolf - Kate DeWees  - Jan Merritt - Mia Berarducci

- Patti Coons - Vianne Lewis - Audrey Parmele - Rick Williams

- Phil Lewis - Tonya Todd-Barker - Betty Lintner - Sandra Schauer

- Shirley  Maxwell - Dan Wood - Madison Clark - Dawson Ploss

- Nancy Justice



Scripture Readings - Luke 18: 9 – 14   (NRSV)

Sermon - “The Pharisee And The Tax Collector”     Pastor Jeff Seger

Invitation to Generosity and Presentation of the Gift 

*Doxology

*Prayer for the Gifts
 
Intro to Communion - #685 - In Christ There Is No East Or West

Words of Institution

Prayer for the Bread and the Cup - Distribution of both Bread and Cup 

*Hymn of Invitation - #633 - In My Heart There Rings A Melody

*Benediction  

Leader:     Our service is ended, go into the world, you are the body of Christ. 
And may the blessings of Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

be with you now and even forevermore. 

People:         Thanks be to God.

Todays Meeting:

10:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship Service - Pastor Jeff Seger

Weekly Meetings:
Monday, October 27th 
	   9:30 a.m. - Balance & Strengthening

	 10:00 a.m. - Bible Study

Friday, October 31st 
	 	 HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!

Sunday, November 2nd 

	  10:00 a.m. - Worship Service - Pastor Jeff Seger

Announcements: 

Week of October 19th -  Attendance: 35; Live Stream Views  
     on YouTube Live: 11  Approx. Views: 17 - 52
Youth Group – Wacky Wednesday:  will NOT meet Wednesday, October 29th. 
     I hope you enjoy your Fall Break! They will meet Wednesday, November 5th at  
     6:00 p.m. Meal provided by Ote & Marcia. Thank you Ote & Marcia!
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OFFERTORY & COMMUNION
The bread and the cup are distributed together. 

Please hold until you are invited to partake together.

Beginning Balance As Of 
10-20-25 7557.40

Expenses/Payroll 2598.58

Weekly Offering 940.00

Difference -1658.58

Ending Balance 5898.82



Fcc Facebook: As of Friday, we had 101 followers Thank you to everyone who  
     liked and followed! We should be able to livestream there now.
Mistletoe Magic: Just a reminder, Mistletoe Magic is November 8th! You still  
     have time to make a special something for our booth. We will set up on Friday,  
     November 7th, from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at the fairgrounds. The booths are open  
     from 9:00 - 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 8th.  Sign up sheet for help is in  
     the narthex or you can call Helen Putman at 219-964-9198. Your help and  
     support is greatly appreciated! If you are unable to make something for  
     Mistletoe Magic and would like to donate, we are doing a “White Elephant”  
     table of gently used Christmas items. We greatly appreciate any donations.  
     Please have your items to the church by November 1st. Thank you!
Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child: This year the collection dates  
     are November 7th through November 24th. Boxes are available in the narthex.  
     More boxes have been ordered and are on the way. There is a pamphlet in the  
     box that explains how to pack, ideas for gifts, and items they do not accept.  
     They no longer accept bar soap. Normally, there is a requirement of $10 per  
     box donation for shipping. A very generous, anonymous donor has offered to  
     cover the shipping of all the boxes FCC packs. What a wonderful gift!
Good Samaritan Food Pantry: has gone from feeding an average of 150 to now  
     over 200 families monthly! FCC is taking donations of non-perishable food  
     items and/or personal care products to help our neighbors and friends who are  
     going through tough financial times. Monetary donations can also be made.  
     Donations can be brought to the church now through Sunday, November 9th.  
     Verna and Jack McNeal will transport all donated items to Good Samaritan  
     Food Pantry on Tuesday, November 11th. If you have any questions, please feel  
     free to contact the church office. 
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November Birthdays
  1 - Kade Ploughe
  4 - Shannon Dowds, 
       Kristina Phillips
  5 - Betty Ploughe
  6 - Allison Malone
11 - Pam Sayler, Laura Maxwell,      
       Jeff Seger
15 - Randy Kinnaird
18 - Russell Wiseman
21 - Connor Jackson
27 - Ava Jackson
28 - Jason Lintner
29 - Bonnie Phegley

November Anniversaries  
16 - Phil & Sharon Lewis - 1963
24 - Nolan & Casey Hitchcock - 2007

October Birthdays
  2 - Sharon Lewis
  3 - Greg Whaley
  4 - Charles Dunlap, Jr.
  7 - Cheryl Sutton
  8 - Kathy Welsh
10 - Betty Lintner, Donna Bailey
13 - Rosie Bilyeu, Doug Mason
17 - Janice Merritt
18 - Stacy Dougherty, Tom Henley
19 - Doug Wilcox, Cory Craig, 
       Jill Kohlhagen, Angela Clark
26 - Joan Kaufman                        
28 - Pat Griffin
30 - Abbie Parmele

October Anniversaries  
  2 - Scott & Christa Malone - 2004
14 - Bona & Heather Hensler - 2000
16 - Ron & Betty Lintner - 1965
30 - Jeff & Kristina Phillips - 1991


